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History

• Headquarters, Appalachia to Atlantic
• Asheville, North Carolina - 1998

• Gulf Program Office
• New Orleans, Louisiana - 2012

• Chesapeake Program Office
• Annapolis, Maryland - 2016

Photo credit: Will Parson, Chesapeake Bay Program



SouthWings Mission
SouthWings flies to uncover and mitigate environmental 
challenges related to climate change and watershed protection.

We welcome a broad range of  stakeholders to see firsthand the 
scope and scale of  issues such as sea level rise, water pollution, 
community vulnerability, deforestation, and mountaintop 
removal coal mining. Our flights shape perspectives on the 
actions needed to stop and reverse these problems. We fly to 
promote environmental policy and planning, scientific 
research, public awareness and action, and ecosystem 
protection.



Our volunteer pilots offer a 
bird’s eye view of 
conservation issues through:

• Monitoring and survey 
flights

• Litigation

• Media Flights

• Educational flights for 
decision makers



Chante Coleman

Kristin Reilly

Jackie Guild Molly Brown

Ann Swanson

Choose Clean Water Coalition

Chesapeake Bay Commission

Chesapeake Legal Alliance



Appalachia to Atlantic Flight Work
• Dogwood Alliance and Forestry Reform







Appalachia to Atlantic Flight Work

• Mountaintop Removal for Coal Mining



Photo credit Shmerling 2010



Photo credit Shmerling 2010
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Gulf Flight Work
BP Oil Spill









Gulf Program: Land Loss in Coastal Louisiana

Photo: Gulf Restoration Network



Red areas: projected wetland loss over 50 

years if no action is taken

Source: LA CPRA State Master Plan 2017 





Photo: Scott Eustis for GRN

Lake Hermitage Restoration Project

• Gulf Restoration Network

• Wetland terraces

• SouthWings flights identified cells to fill with 

sediment for vegetation

• 2012 vs. 2015



Photo: David Kidd/Governing. Pilot: Emmet Bartholomew
Left: Ken Knevel and Dr. Alex Kolker 





Chesapeake Program

Photo credit:  Will Parson, Chesapeake Bay Program 



Priority Issues in Chesapeake Bay

• Sea Level Rise

• Coastal Resilience

• CAFOs/Agricultural Runoff

• Algae Blooms

• Fisheries and Wildlife

Photo credit:  Will Parson, Chesapeake Bay Program 



Chesapeake Partnerships to Date

EPA Chesapeake Bay Program

Chesapeake Legal Alliance

Bay Journal

Choose Clean Water Coalition

Waterkeepers Chesapeake

Chesapeake Conservancy

Patuxent Wildlife Research Center

Virginia Institute of Marine Sciences

Chesapeake Bay Commission

University of Maryland Center for Environmental Studies

Maryland Sea Grant

Virginia Sea Grant

DolphinWatch

American Resilience Project

Annapolis Green



Virginia Institute of Marine Science
Matthew Kirwan – socio-ecological studies
Deal Island – Coastal Resilience and Sea Level Rise

Photo credit: Matthew Kirwan, VIMS



Tangier Island 



Smith Island



Cedar Creek Farm – Sea Level Rise

Photo credit: Matthew Kirwan, VIMS





Waterkeepers Chesapeake
Fair Farms Campaign
CAFOs

-poultry farms
-discharge



Chesapeake Legal Alliance





Photo credit Shannon Lyons
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CAFO – Maryland General Discharge Permit

Photo credit: Kathy Phillips, Assateague Coastkeeper



Ayers Creek Bacteria Monitoring

Photo credit: Kathy Phillips, Assateague Coastkeeper



Conowingo Dam

Photo Credit Michael Fincham, Maryland Sea Grant



EPA Chesapeake Bay Program

Photo credits Will Parson, Chesapeake Bay Program 



Bay Journal
Volunteer pilots offer environmentalists an “eye in the sky”  

January 12, 2017





Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, USGS
Louisiana Department of Wildlife & Fisheries

Are You My Mother?  These Birds Must Never Know
Wall Street Journal, December 13, 2016



DolphinWatch
http://www.umces.edu/dolphinwatch



American Resilience Project: 
Tidewater

• Hampton Roads – national security

• D.C. Environmental Film Festival, March 20

Photo credits: Jon Engle, Green Eyes Aero; Brian Creed



Tidewater Film

http://www.amresproject.org/
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Come Fly with Us!

SouthWings Fly-In October 27-29, 2017
Chesapeake Bay Environmental Center

https://youtu.be/t9AwmKNN194


Photo credit: Jon Engle, Green Eyes Aero

SouthWings Fleet and Pilot Recruitment



SouthWings Fleet



Location, # of Pilots

Easton, MD 1

Gaithersburg, MD 1

Ft. Washington, MD 1

Brandy Station, VA 1

Orange, VA 1

Blue Bell, PA 1

Charlottesville, VA 2

Romney, WV 1

Weyers Cave, VA 1

Burlington, NC 2

Sanford, NC 1

Total 13
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